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Supplemental Appeal Brief and Reply Brief have been noted 

Supplemental Appeal Brief and Reply Brief have been noted. The application will 
be returned to the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences . 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LEE D WILSON whose telephone number is 703-305- 
4094. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, JOSEPH HAIL can be reached on 703-308-2687. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Group Art Unit: 3723 
Examiner: Wilson, L. 
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PM01016 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with 
the U.S. Postal Service with sufficient postage as First Class 
Mail in an envelope addressed to: Assistant Commissioner for 
Patents, Washington, O.C. 2023 1 , on the date indicated below: 



August 16. 2004 
Date 



Pamela Genie 



SUPPLEMENTAL APPEAL BRIEF 



(J«oxAF 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington D.C. 20231 



Sir/Madam: 



In response to an Advisory Action mailed on July 15, 2004, the Appellant presents this 
Supplemental Appeal Brief to request reinstatement of the Appeal for the captioned case. The Appeal 
was initiated by a Notice of Appeal filed August 6, 2003 and an Appeal Brief was filed October 3, 2003. 
In response thereto, an Examiner's Answer was mailed March 17, 2004 withdrawing the 102(e) rejection 
of claims 1 1, 12, 14, and 16-22 in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,284,092 to Manfredi. New points of 
argument in regard to the 102(e) rejection of claims 1 1, 12, 14, and 16-22 in view of U.S. Patent No. 
6,283,840 to Huey, however, were added. In response to the Examiner's Answer, a Reply Brief was filed 
on May 17, 2004 with an amendment to claim 1 1 in the interest to expedite resolution of the captioned 
case. Subsequent thereto, prosecution was reopened through the Advisory Action mailed July 15, 2004 
stating that the amendment raised new issues. 
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REPLY BRIEF TO EXAMINER'S ANSWER 



HoxAF 

Commissioner of Patents 
P.O.Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313 



Dear Sir: 



This paper is submitted in reply to the Examiner's Answer mailed March 17, 2004. The 
Appellant respectfully requests that the Board consider this Reply Brief, which is presented before the 
expiration date of May 17, 2004, 

The Examiner's Answer withdraws the 1 02(c) rejection of claims 11, 12, 14, and 16-22 in view 
of U.S. Patent No. 6,284,092 to ManfredL The Examiner's Answer, however, appears to contain new 
points of argument in regard to the 102(c) rejection of claims 11, 12, 14, and 16-22 in view of U,S. Patent 
No. 6,283,840 to Huey (hereinafter referred to as "Hucy"). In particular, new points of argument were 
raised by the Examiner on pages 4-6 in the Examiner's Answer, beginning with Section 1 1 "Response to 
Argument " This Reply Brief addresses the new points of arguments as permitted under 37 CFR § 
1.193(b). 
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